Themes of Exploration and Discovery(Ch 15)
· After bringing back spices and exotics from the Crusades, Europeans want more of them. Italian states set themselves up as a middleman dealing between the Muslim world and Europe. Countries want to break their monopoly.

· Europe had to find new trade routes due to the rise of the Ottomans in the ME. It wasn’t profitable to pay the Ottomans tax. It was also seen as slightly immoral to give money to the infidel for luxuries.

· Portugal explored, Spain exploited. Portugal generally went east while Spain went west. Portugal was more interested in trading than colonization.

· Exploration was possible due to new technology(astrolabes), cartography, and weaponry(to open up hostile ports).

· A saying was “The Buddha entered India on white elephants, while Christ entered in on cannonballs.”

· Slavery importation was begun on a large scale again to work plantations in the New World. 

· Led to rise of Spain as a major power.
